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constant anxiety  to  them  all.     He  felt  his  absence
deeply, and wrote to his younger son as iollows:

* I wonder if you ever saw a picture of chain-making-?
I think I remember our looking- at one. Every chain that
is going* to bear anything heavy has to be tried again and
again to be sure it is all right. And, of course, the big
cables that this ship depends upon when it anchors in
stormy weather have to be up to the severest test. It
would be awful if they only found out when the storm came
that any link was weak!

' Now, it seems to me just as though God had been
trying to see if every link of our family chain would hold
against the strain of suffering and clanger, and it seems
to me worth it all, even this dreadful sorrow of Esther's
illness, if we are quite sure now that each of us holds firmly
to God.

1 If we trust Him xvith all our life, whatever may come,
we shall be ready to go through any and every strain so
as to hear the great " Well done! " at last How could
He say ** Well done! "if we only had to benr little common
things like other people?

1 But we are all called to a tremendous life of suffering
and fighting for Him, and this sickness seems rather to
strengthen than weaken my faith that all will come out just
as He has planned for us.'

Railton's return from the journey on which he
wrote this letter would have brought him to Margate
on the very day when Esther was to undergo a serious
operation. His wife felt that his return at such a
moment would be uncomfortable for him. Her whole
attention would be given to the little patient, and she
would probably be unable to leave the sick room even
to speak to him. She therefore had him met in London
with the suggestion that he should remain away for a
day or two longer.

No reply came, The operation had been success-
fully performed, and the doctors had just left. Mrs.
Railton had straightened and darkened the room and
sat down to wait for the child to recover from the
anaesthetic, when the door opened very gently, and
Railton slipped into a seat behind the screen.